The first quarter of the nineteenth century was characterised in this and in other countries by a striking decrease of small-pox mortality. It must be borne in mind that at the time of the introduction of vaccination a large proportion of the population was protected by previous attacks of small-pox, either natural or inoculated, and that the amount of vaccination adequate to afford a great protection in the earlier years of the century ceased to be adequate for the later years, as those who had suffered attack by small-pox were removed from the population in the natural course of events by death. 
